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ancient flint flakes, like the Mexican ones, were obtained by 
pressure. It must be admitted, however, that the modern 
flint knappers whom I have consulted, think it would be im- 
possible to obtain long flint flakes by pressure. 

I have also brought for exhibition three stones of a different 
character, which were sent to our vice-president, Mr. Busk, by 
his brother, Mr. 0. S. Busk, and by him very kindly presented 
to me since the preceding notes were written. This collection 
includes a number of flakes closely resembling those forwarded 
by Mr. Dale, and, in addition, two ring-stones and several rub- 
bers. The ring-stones, both of which were imperfect, were no 
doubt used to weight sticks used in digging up roots, etc. 
The rubbers are more or less elongated stones, and the rubbing 
surfaces slope, as would naturally happen, the stone being held 
in the hand. 

The Society will see that all the stone objects yet received 
from the Cape indicate a condition of abject barbarism. 

Remarks were made by the President, Professor Busk, and 
Col. Lane Fox. 

The Honorary Secretary read the following paper: — 

VII. — On Cromlechs and Megalithic Structures. By Hodder M. 
Wbstropp. 

It is now a generally accepted canon that there are common 
instincts implanted by Nature on all the varieties of the human 
race, which lead mankind in certain climates and at a certain 
stage of civilisation, to do the same- thing in the same way, or 
nearly so, even without teaching, or previous communication 
with those who have done so before. This has been remarkably 
confirmed in the analogous and almost identical forms of flint 
and stone implements found all over the world; and also in 
the identity of ornamentation, such as the zig-zag, guilloche, 
etc., designed independently by races the most widely apart. 

A further confirmation of this are the analogous modes of 
burial, almost identical in their forms in different parts of the 
world. 

Man, in his early and rude stage will adopt the simplest mode 
of burial suggested to him. The tumulus or mound of earth, 
the simplest and earliest form, is therefore found wide-spread 
among all peoples. As Sir John Lubbock says : — " In our 
island they may be seen in almost every town; in the Orkneys 
alone, it is estimated that more than two thousand still remain; 
they are found all over Europe, from the shores of the Atlan- 
tic to the Oural Mountains ; in Asia, they are scattered over 
the great steppes, from the borders of Russia to the Pacific 
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Ocean, and from the plains of Siberia to those of Hindostan ; 
in America, we are told that they are to be numbered by thou- 
sands and tens of thousands ; nor are they wanting in Africa, 
where the Pyramids themselves exhibit the most magnificent 
development of the same idea : so that the whole world is 
studied with the burial places." 

A further improvement on the simple mound we find among 
the Etruscans, who surrounded the base with a podium or sup- 
porting wall of masonry. Of this kind of tumulus or conical 
mound, examples occur in immense numbers in every necropo- 
lis of Etruria. We find the same form in the tumuli of Tan- 
talus, near Smyrna, in the tomb of Alyattes at Sardis, in the 
Buddhist topes of India, and in Chinese tombs, which bear an 
extraordinary resemblance to the Etruscan. The transition, as 
the author of FMhen remarks, from this simple form to that of 
the square, angular pyramid was easy and natural : and the 
gradations through which the style passed from infancy to its 
mature enormity can be plainly traced at Sakkara, near Cairo. 

In his endeavours to make a tomb in a more lasting and per- 
manent form, a monument of large and massive stones suggests 
itself: Examples of such sepulchral structures composed of 
gigantic blocks of stone, so as to last through countless ages, 
and of almost identical forms, have been discovered in many 
countries, so remotely apart as to preclude all idea of intercom- 
munication. 

Cromlechs and such megalithic structures have almost as 
wide a range as tumuli. We need not mention those of our 
own islands as well known. The dolmens of Brittany present 
such gigantic proportions as to completely throw in the shade 
our cromlechs. In Denmark and Sweden they frequently occur. 
Mr. Dennis thus notices those he met at Saturnia, in Etru- 
ria, "In the three upright slabs, with their shelving, overlapping 
lid, we have the exact counterpart of Kit's Coty House and 
other like familiar antiquities of Britain ; and the resemblance 
is not only in the form and in the unhewn masses, but even in 
the dimensions of the structures. There are notices of others 
in Spain, Sardinia, and tbe Balearic Islands.. They are found 
in several parts of India. In the central part of India, in the 
centre of an immense tract of cultivated waste called the Neer- 
mul Jungle, where no European ever penetrated, numbers of 
cromlechs have been found. The coast of Malabar also offers 
an example." Dr. Hooker has called attention to those among 
the Khasia people : — " Rude stones," he says, " of gigantic 
proportions are erected as monuments singly, and in rows, 
circles, or supporting one another like those of Stone Henge, 
which they resemble in dimensions and appearance." Some 
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have been discovered in the Principality of Sorapoor, by Col. 
Meadows Taylor, and others have been described by Mr. 
O'Hara, near Vellore in the Madras Presidency. Captain 
Newbold states that near Chittore, in North Arcot, he saw a 
square mile of ground covered with such monuments. In them 
were found sarcophagi, with the bones of the dead, and pottery 
of black ware. 

In Africa we find evidence of their existence also. Dr. 
Madden has given a notice of thirteen cromlechs which exist 
half way between Algiers and Sidi Perruch, in all important 
respects identical with our Irish monuments of that name. 

Mr. Henry Christy discovered an extensive range of similar 
monuments near the sources of the Boumarmouk, near Con- 
stantine. " Within an area of more than nine miles, on the 
mountains as well as on the plains, the whole country around 
these sources is covered with monuments of the so-called Celtic 
form, such as dolmens, demi-dolmens, cromlechs, menhirs, 
alleys, and tumuli ; in a word, there exist there almost all the 
types known in Europe. Mr. Catherwood has also met with 
them in the Regency of Tunis. The three sites on which he 
found them were : Sidi-Boosi, to the north-east of Hydrah, 
Welled Agar, and Lhuys. At the first place they were parti- 
cularly numerous. 

Dr. Bell gives a drawing of some among the mountains of 
the Caucasus, and they are said to be found on the steppes of 
Tartary. 

On the banks of the Jordan, Captains Irby and Mangles ob- 
served some very singular interesting and certainly very ancient 
tombs, composed of rough stones resembling what is called 
Kit's Coty House ; and many have been lately discovered in 
Palestine by the Exploration Committee. 

In the central part of Arabia, in Kaseem, Mr. Palgrave met 
with similar structures, he says : — " We saw before us several 
huge stones, like enormous boulders placed endways perpendi- 
cularly on the soil, while some of them yet upheld similar masses 
laid transversely over their summit. They were arranged in a 
curve, and forming part, it would appear, of a large circle, and 
many other fragments lay rolled on the ground at a moderate 
distance ; the number of those still upright was, to speak by 
memory, eight or nine. Two, at about ten or twelve feet apart 
one from the other, and resembling huge gate posts, yet bore 
their horizontal lintel, a long block laid across them." Pointing 
towards Rass, our companions affirmed that a second and 
similar stone circle, also of gigantic dimensions, existed there. 
Mr. Palgrave remarks that there was little difference between 
the stone wonder of Kaseem and that of Somersetshire, except 
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that the one is in Arabia and the other, though the more per- 
fect, in England. 

Mr. Lamont, in his Wild Life among the Pacific, Islands, 
describes a stone circle in one of the Penrhyn Islands. He 
reached, he says, " an open space of some hundred yards 
square. It was encircled by tall flat stones, some six feet in 
height, though generally much lower, but not more than a few 
inches in thickness, a sort of Stonehenge,. in a small way. 
Through the open spaces I could observe several more stones 
of the same kind, some lying horizontally supported by others, 
not unlike the cromlechs of Ireland, but more regular in form, 
and evidently intended for tombs." 

A writer in the Builder remarks that " while Dr. Hooker has 
been drawing public attention to a race who erected dolmens 
in India, Mr. Squiers has been photographing ancient dolmens 
in Peru." 

That all these structures are places of burial has been proved 
to a certainty by the skeletons and other sepulchral remains 
found in them. 

The sepulchral circle of Stonehenge is only a further develop- 
ment on a more extensive and grander scale of the rude crom- 
lech and circle, as the pyramid is of the simple mound. That 
Stonehenge was a place of burial and not a temple is proved by 
analogy, as the stone circles of Khassia, Algiers, Penrhyn 
Island, are all sepulchral. Further, it is admitted by anti- 
quarians that early and primitive races never erected temples. 
It is supposed they were, in many respects, like the American 
Indians ; they recognised a great spirit, but had no repre- 
sentations of him, and had no temples. Temples argue an ad- 
vanced civilisation. The Jews had. no temple until the time of 
Solomon. 

A striking feature in the comparison of the various accounts 
of these megalithic structures is, more than the analogy between 
them, the almost identity of form among them all. 

Another feature which is very striking is the gigantic scale 
on which these structures were raised. It would appear as if 
nations in their earliest periods were more active, produced 
more wonderful works, and executed structures which outvie 
in rude magnitude the boldest efforts of modern genius ; as 
instances we can mention, the circle of Stonehenge, the stone 
avenues of Carnac, and the Cyclopean galleries of Tirynthus. 
When we recollect that these were the first efforts of the human 
race, made without pattern, designed without exemplar, com- 
menced and carried out without experience, they cannot but 
give us a high idea of the energy and skill of man in the earlier 
stage of his development. As Dr. Wilson observes, " there 
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seems to be an epoch in the early history of man, when what 
may be styled the megalithic era of art developes itself under 
the utmost variety of circumstances. It is one of the most 
characteristic features pertaining to the development of human 
thought in the earliest stages of constructive skill." 

Judging from the analogies brought before us, the builders 
of these megalithic structures were in a very rude and barbarous 
phase of civilisation. Dr. Hooker informs us that the Khazias 
among whom these cromlechs are built even at the present day 
are a barbarous and savage people. He describes them as a 
race of a most bloodthirirsty disposition, and who fight with 
bows and arrows. Human sacrifices and polyandry are said to 
be frequent among them, and their orgies are detestable. As 
among all rude races, some are tatooed. They are supersti- 
tious, but have no religion. Their method of removing the 
blocks for their dolmens and menhirs is by cutting grooves, 
along which fires are lighted, and into which, when heated, cold 
water is run, which causes the rock to fissure along the groove. 
The blocks are erected by dint of sheer brute force, the lever 
being the only aid. 

Now we may very reasonably infer that the early Britons, 
Danes, and Irish who erected cromlechs, were in a similar and 
analogous phase, and adopted similar means for erecting their 
structures. We have on historic record that the Britons had 
attained but a low degree of civilisation at the time the Romans 
became acquainted with them ; their clothing was skins, and 
they were in the habit of staining and tatooing their bodies. 
Caesar, in speaking of the Britons of his age, says they stained 
themselves with woad, which makes them of a blue tinge, and 
gives them a more fearful appearance in battle. Every ten or 
twelve of them had their wives in common. They were much 
addicted to superstitious observances, and human sacrifices 
were frequent. The Celts of Brittany were in a similar rude 
and savage phase at the time of Csesar, which is still said to 
prevail among the modern Britons, as their manners are cha- 
racterised as wild and savage as their appearance. 

The early Irish, according to Diodorus, were cannibals. 
Judging from the numbers of rude flint and stone implements, 
and the bones of wild animals in connection with them, found 
wide-spread all over Ireland, the primitive Irish must have 
been in a very rude and barbarous state, living entirely by the 
chase or by fishing. 

Professor Nilsson has shown that the sepulchres of Denmark 
and Sweden, which were erected of large stones collected to- 
gether by main force, are of the stone age, when the peoples of 
those countries were in a rude and uncivilised state. For, he 
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says, the earliest hunting implements of stone in every country 
are synchronous with the first appearance of the savage there, 
since he required at once the flesh of wild animals for food, 
their skin for clothing and water drinking. 

That they were raised during the stone age receives addi- 
tional confirmation from Sir John Lubbock's observation when 
noticing a pile of stone work in the island of Tahiti. " It is, 
perhaps, the most important monument which is known to have 
been constructed with stone tools only, and renders it the less 
unlikely that some of the. large tumuli and other ancient 
monuments of Europe may belong to the stone age," and the 
Tahitians of that age, it is well known, were in a very barbarous 
state. 

In India there is a tradition with regard to the cromlechs 
there " that the stones were put up by a people who lived in 
the country before Buddhism or Brahminism was introduced." 
Mr. Capper, in his work on India, says "there seems to 
be little doubt but that at one period the Deccan (the part of 
India where most cromlechs are found) was peopled by others 
than Hindoos. The aborigines are said to have been foresters 
and mountaineers, leading a wild and lawless life, but this must 
have been at a very remote period, for there is abundance of 
proof that an advanced state of civilisation prevailed previous 
to the time of the Greek notices of India." 

Professor Huxley also confirms this, as he describes the in- 
habitants of the Deccan as a primitive people speaking lan- 
guages (termed Dravidian) entirely different from those of the 
Aryan race, and differing also in their customs, having no 
Brahmins or castes, but eating flesh of all kinds, worshipping 
their ancestors, permitting polyandry, and not burning 
widows." He also observes that in these Non-Aryan districts 
are found remarkable monuments ; raised masses of stone, 
one perched on another, forming chambers or .tumuli, which 
contain human burnt bones, spear-heads, and the remains 
of food; and thus very closely resembling the cromlechs 
or dolmens found especially in Cornwall, Brittany, and through- 
out Western Europe. He further remarks the analogies exist- 
ing between the Deccan people and the Australians, whom he 
characterises as savages of the very lowest condition. 

We may, therefore, come to this conclusion in regard to 
these megalithic structures, that they are not peculiar to the 
Celtic, Scythian, or any other people, but are the result of an 
endeavour to secure a lasting and permanent place of sepulture 
among a people in a rude and primitive phase of civilisation, 
and that they were raised by men who were led by a natural 
instinct to build them in the simplest, and consequently the 
almost identical, form in all countries. 
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We have shown that they occur in countries — Syria, India, 
Africa, Peru, where neither Celts nor Scythians ever put their 
foot. 

We shall now conclude by extracting the following eloquent 
passage from Mr. Dennis' Cemeteries of Etruria. " This form of 
sepulchre (the cromlech) can hardly be indicative of any race 
in particular. The structure is so rude and simple that it 
might have suggested itself to any people, and be naturally 
adopted in an early state of civilisation. It is the very arrange- 
ment the child makes use of in building his house of cards. 
This simplicity accounts for the wide diffusion of such monu- 
ments over the old world ; for they are found in different 
climates and widely distant countries, from the mountains of 
Wales and Ireland to the deserts of Barbary, and from the 
western shore of the Iberian Peninsula to the steppes of Tartary 
and the eastern courts of Hindostan. They are found on 
mountains and in plains, on continents and in islands, on the 
sea coast and far inland, by the river and in the desert, solitary 
and grouped in multitudes. That in certain instances they 
may be of the same people in different countries is not to be 
gainsaid, but there is no necessity to seek for one particular 
race as the constructors of these monuments or even as the 
originators of the type." 

The Honorary Secretary read the following paper : — 

VIII. — Remarks on Mr. Hodder Westropp's Paper on Cromlechs. By Col. 
A. Lane Fox. With a Map of the World, shewing the Distribution 
of Megalithic Monuments. 

Mr. Westropp's paper appears to me to be one of great in- 
terest as a basis for discussion, although I differ from him in 
some of his conclusions, which I think are hardly supported by 
the facts which he has adduced. 

In order to illustrate Mr. Westropp's paper, and, at the 
same time, to explain my own views on the subject, I have 
shaded a skeleton Map of the World to shew the distribution 
of megalithic monuments, the materials for which I have taken, 
partly from Mr. Westropp's paper, and partly from other 
sources. In this map I have made some additions to the loca- 
lities mentioned in the paper, which are necessary in order to 
shew the continuous distribution of these structures. Thus, 
for instance, in the neighbourhood of Tripoli and for some dis- 
tance along the African coast to the eastward of that town, 
Barth discovered megalithic monuments resembling Stone- 
henge in character ; he also observed stone circles as low down 
as the neighbourhood of Mourzouk : these connect the monu- 



